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Go Forward along the Theoretical Pathway Created by Karl Marx

HE Gangqiang
(School of Economics, Nanjing University of Finance and Economics, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: The theoretical pathway created by Karl Marx is to apply historical materialism to guide the theory re-
search, so the most important part to learn and practice Marxism lies in support and usage of historical materialism.
The essence of historical materialism includes: a matter of opinion is no more than material thing that was switched in-
to people’s brain and rebuilt; consider the social mode development of economy as a process of natural history; the fi-
nal target of economic research is to reveal the moving rule of economy; rational statements take the method of advan-
cing from the abstract to the concrete; make use of materialist dialectics consciously; econometric analysis takes eco-
nomic facts as the bases and finding out the nature of economic affairs as hypothesis; research economics from the
perspective of working class. The historical materialism provides a scientific guide for us to explore the object moving
rules of socialism market economy from the combination of common and specific characteristics. Experiences and les-
sons show that economic construction can keep advancing stably if strictly following the guidance of historical material-
ism, and economic practice would suffer setbacks if deviating from it. Therefore, we must carry out the historical ma-
terialism and resist copying the wrong factors of neo—liberalism, Keynesianism, democratic socialism and development
economics. And we should learn by heart Lenin’s advice and follow the path of Marxism theory to advance, by doing
this we will approach the true theorem step by step (but never be at an end). If advancing along any path else, we
will obtain nothing except for confusion and mistake.

Key Words: Historical materialism; Economic research method; Socialism market economy; Westernization of eco-
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